TOWARDS THE HNAL CRISIS
There were questions of the Albanian frontier, questions of the
Turkish islands in occupation of Italy, and sundry small points which
threatened a renewal of trouble. All these were amicably settled. But
what the six Powers could not do was to make peace between the Balkan
Allies and Turkey, or keep the peace between these Allies and Bulgaria.
Turkish and Balkan delegates also were in London and sitting within
a stone's throw of the Ambassadors, who abounded in good advice,
but Grey said afterwards that he " could not remember that any advice
of the kind was ever of any use, even when it represented a consensus
of opinion of the Powers and was backed by irrefutable arguments."
The passions of the Balkans were seldom amenable to argument.
Grey won golden opinions by his conduct of these affairs, and even
the Germans seemed at length to believe what their Ambassador had
told them from the beginning, that he was honestly striving for peace.
This conference was in fact the nearest approach in pre-war Europe
to the procedure which a League of Nations might be expected to
adopt when a local conflict threatened a much greater conflagration.
Unhappily, it had no permanence, and in August, 1913, when the
immediate emergency seemed to be over, it faded out of existence.
" It did not occur to any of us," says Grey, " to suggest that we should
be kept in existence as a conference, a body ready to be called together
at any moment, to which future Balkan, or indeed any troubles
between the great Powers, might be referred. "We could not have
suggested this officially ourselves; it was not for us as a body to
magnify our importance. Still less could the British Secretary for
Foreign Affairs have proposed that there should be a permanent body
in London, with himself as President, to setde Continental troubles.
... In agreeing to a conference and forming one in 1912, it was as
if we had all put out anchors to prevent ourselves from being swept
away. The anchors held. Then the current seemed to slacken and
the anchors were pulled up. The conference was allowed to dissolve.
We seemed to be safe. In reality it was not so ; the current was the
same and in a year's time, we were all swept into the cataract of war."
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It might have been better for the world if Grey had been, a different
sort of man who would have insisted at this point on maintaining the
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